SBE Golden Essay Structure

Thesis 2 Big Idea > Evidence @ Zoom-In > Writer’s Intention > Context > Alternative

Interpretation > Link Back.

1. The Thesis (Your North Star)
A single, conceptual sentence that:
e Answers the question directly
e States your argument clearly
e Uses abstract nouns (power, identity, morality, conflict, repression, transformation)
e Sets up the direction of the essay
Your voice:

“Start with the idea, not the text. The text is the evidence, not the point.”

2. Paragraph 1 — The Strongest, Cleanest Idea
This is your anchor paragraph.

e Conceptual topic sentence

e Short, purposeful quotation

e Zoom-inon akey word

e Explain the effect

e Linktotheme

e Add writer’s intention

¢ Add atouch of context

e Link backto the thesis

This is the paragraph that says: | know exactly what I’'m doing.

3. Paragraph 2 — Deepen or Contrast
Same structure, but:
¢ Adifferent angle

e Ashiftintone, theme, or character
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A more nuanced idea

This shows range.

4. Paragraph 3 — The Sophistication Paragraph

This is where you naturally shine and where Coco will level up.

Options include:

Structural analysis

A turning point

A motif or symbol

A shift in narrative perspective
An alternative interpretation

A critic’s viewpoint

A thematic reversal

This is the paragraph that gets students from a 6 to an 8/9.

5. The Conclusion — The Conceptual Return

Not a summary.

Not a repeat.

A return to the thesis with:

Afinal insight
A wider thematic implication

A sense of closure

Your voice:

“Zoom out. What truth about humanity, society, or the writer’s worldview does this text

ultimately reveal?”

In Short: SBE’s Golden Essay Structure Is...

1. Thesis

2. Strongest Idea Paragraph

3. Second Idea Paragraph

4. Sophistication Paragraph

5. Conceptual Conclusion
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1. Thesis Sentence Starters
(Clear, conceptual, argument-driven)
e “The text presents a complex exploration of...”
e “Acentraltension in the text is the conflict between..”
e “Ultimately, the writer suggests that...”
e “The textinterrogates the idea that..”
e “Through the portrayal of..., the writer reveals a deeper concern with...”
e “The narrative can be seen as a critique of...”
o  “The writer constructs a world in which...”

e “Atits core, the text exposes the fragility of...”

2. Strongest Idea Paragraph — Topic Sentence Starters
(Your anchor paragraph: confident, direct, conceptual)
e  “One of the most striking ways the writer explores this idea is through...”
e “This theme is most powerfully conveyed when...”
e “The writer foregrounds this tension in the portrayal of...”
e “Akey momentthatilluminates thisis...”
e “The complexity of this idea becomes clear when...”

e “The writer’s use of... immediately establishes...”

3. Evidence & Embedding Starters
(Short, purposeful, natural)
e “Thisis evident when the writer describes...”
e “Thisis suggested through the phrase..””
o “The significance of this emerges in the line...”
e “The writer reinforces this through the image of...”

e “Thisis encapsulated in the moment when...”

4. Zoom-In Analysis Starters
(Word-level, precise, high-grade)
e “The choice of the word ‘... implies...”
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e “This connotes a sense of...”

e “Theimagery here evokes...”

e “The structural shift emphasises...”

o “The metaphor suggests a deeper conflict between...”

e “The ambiguity of the phrase invites the reader to consider...”

5. Writer’s Intention Starters
(Purpose, effect, message)
e “Here, the writer appears to be suggesting that...”
e “This choice reflects the writer’s desire to highlight...”
o  “The writer may be critiquing...”
e “This moment allows the writer to expose...”
e “Bydoing this, the writer challenges the reader to..”

e “The writer’s intention seems to be to complicate the idea that...”

6. Context Integration Starters (30-Second Context)
(Light, relevant, woven in — not dumped)
e “This reflects wider anxieties in the period about...”
e “Atthetime, audiences would have been aware of...”
e “This resonates with contemporary debates surrounding...”
e “The text emerges from a society shaped by...”
e “This moment echoes historical concerns about...”

e “Readers familiar with the era would recognise...”

7. Alternative Interpretation Starters
(Sophistication, nuance, examiner catnip)
e “Amore nuanced reading might suggest that...”
o “Alternatively, this could be interpreted as...”
e “Some critics argue that...”
o “Another perspective might view this moment as...”
e “This ambiguity allows for the interpretation that...”

e “Acontrasting reading could propose that...”
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8. Link Back to Thesis Starters

(Coherence, control, conceptual closure)

“This ultimately reinforces the idea that...”

“In this way, the writer deepens the exploration of...”

“This moment therefore contributes to the text’s wider argument about...”
“This supports the thesis that...”

“Overall, this reveals the writer’s concern with...”

9. Conclusion Starters

(Conceptual, zoomed-out, elegant)

“In conclusion, the text offers a compelling examination of...”
“Ultimately, the writer leaves the reader with the sense that...”
“Taken together, these moments reveal a broader truth about...”
“The text’s exploration of this theme suggests that..”

“In the end, the writer invites us to reflect on...”
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